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NAI Document OPW 333 no. 48 [This document is badly damaged by fire – Four Courts 1922?]
Seafield, Miltown Malbay
February 1844

To His Excellency Earl de Grey, Lord Lieutenant General and General Govener of Ireland.
The humble Memorial of the Fishermen of Seafield in the County Clare.
Humbly showeth unto your excellency

That the large and populous district of Seafield on the Western Coast of Clare is inhabited by your memorialists who entirely derive the support of themselves & their families on the coast along that locality it being notorious for a ------ and abundant supply of fish.
That the immediate locality of Seafield is the only portion of that Iron bound coast that affords an opportunity of launching and landing the boats & raft employed by your memorialists in their calling of fishermen.
That about twenty two years since a predecessor of your Excellency was graciously pleased to deem it necessary that a quay should be built at Seafield to facilitate the fishing operations of the memorialists which was accordingly effected.
That your memorialists beg leave to apprise your Excellency that the kind instructions of your gracious predecessor towards memorialists have since the building of said quay been wholly frustrated by a natural impediment to the approach of said quay in the shape of a ledge of rock termed the Black rock which runs along and parallel with the shore and immediately opposite said quay. 

That said ledge of rock renders the approach of the fishery craft even of the smallest draught of water impracticable except at the height of Spring Tides save by clearing the ledge a distance of several hundred yards from opposite said quay & where currents run so rapidly at all stages of the tide as render it dangerous & almost utterly impossible to approach said quay.
That in the course of the last twenty years numerous lives have been lost in the endeavour to pass said ledge of rock & by which several families have been thrown on the world helpless and destitute which loss of life could have been obviated by the outlay of a few score pounds in the removal of a portion of said rock.
That the subsistence of your memorialists (consisting of a large population and dependent upon their calling of fishermen is rendered precarious and hazardous by reason of this natural impediment to the approach of said Quay.
That your memorialists  respectfully but confidently entertain the hope that your Excellency will be pleased to extend your fostering care to us, a poor but loyal and industrious portion of her Majesty’s subjects & that your Excellency will be pleased to give such directions & graciously adopt such steps as may in your Excellency’s discretion be adapted to give relief to your memorialists with premises and enable them to maintain their families in poor laborious but honest industry and your memorialists as in duty bound will ever -----


(here follow signatures) [but not found!]

There is a further very damaged page, reading:
The position at Seafield is one where  very advantageous improvements by the establishment of better shelter for boats might be obtained at a comparatively small expense.

It is represented that a valuable fishery might be carried on about that part of the coast and that lime seaweed and agricultural produce might be landed or shipped there to great advantage and that even now there is a great struggle to apply boats and small vessels to these purposes which are constantly -------------------- by want of shelter.
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